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STATE FOR EUR/P, PASS WHITE HOUSE FOR POWELL AND VORDA, 
ICA FOR EU, PGM/F 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (CARTER, JIMMY), GW, US 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR PRESIDENTIAL INTERVIEW WITH FRG 
FIRST TELEVISION NETWORK 

REF: BONN 10982-C 

1 . SENIOR GERMAN TV EXECUTIVES IN DISCUSSION WITH 
EMBASSY OFFICER INDICATED THE TWO PRINCIPAL TV NETWORKS 
ARE UNDER PRESSURE FROM THE CHANCELLERY TO GIVE HEAVY 
EXPOSURE TO PRESIDENT CARTER DURING HIS VISIT TO THE FRG. 
THE NETWORKS PLAN EXTENSIVE COVERAGE DURING THE 
PRESIDENT'S PRESENCE, BUT FEEL IN VIEW OF THE MUCH WIDER 
FOCUS THE ECONOMIC SUMMIT WILL PLACE ON THE PRESIDENT'S 
PRESENCE STARTING THE EVENING OF JULY 15, MORE EXPOSURE 
IS DESIRABLE. 

2. IN THIS CONTEXT SPECIFICALLY, ARD (FIRST NETWORK) 

SENIOR EDITOR WITH URGENCY RAISED REQUEST FOR SOLO 
INTERVIEW BY MERSEBURGER WITH THE PRESIDENT. IT WAS 
EMPHASIZED (OTHERS PRESENT AGREEING) THAT A QUIET 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 BONN 12381 061748Z 

"ONE ON ONE" APPEARANCE WOULD PERMIT THE PRESIDENT 
LATITUDE TO THOUGHTFULLY DEVELOP HIS VIEWS AND 
THIS WOULD HAVE MUCH MORE IMPACT ON VIEWERS THAN THE 
CRISP GIVE AND TAKE OF NORMAL INTERVIEW FORMAT WITH 
SEVERAL INTERVIEWERS. 

3. MISSION CONCURS WITH THIS OPINION. UNDERSTANDING 
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HOW FULL THE PRESIDENT'S PRE-DEPARTURE SCHEDULE IS, 

MISSION HOWEVER AGAIN RECOMMENDS STRONGLY THAT 
MERSEBERGER INTERVIEW REQUEST BE APPROVED. 

STOESSEL 
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